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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to the Examiner's amendment agreed to on August 14, 2009. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8,11,23 and 25-29 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) is required in order to make an 
examiner's amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During 
a telephone conversation conducted on August 14, 2009, Michael Word (Reg. No. 
57,386) requested an extension of time for TWO MONTH(S) and authorized the 
Director to charge Deposit Account Number 130019 for the required fee for this 
extension and authorized the following examiner's amendment. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for generating a database scoring algorithm for use in 
identifying from demographic data those individuals in a population having a greater probability 
than other individuals in the population of influencing the choices made by others , the method 
comprising: 

a. determining if providing status data indicating whether each individual in a first 
population is influential; 

b. providing demographic data for each individual in the first population, wherein the 
demographic data corresponds to a set of demographic variables; 

c. creating categorical intervals in each demographic variable such that each categorical 
interval is associated with one or more possible data values for the demographic 
variable; 
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d. reformatting the demographic data based on the categorical intervals; 

e. identifying a plurality of predictive variables from the set of demographic variables 
such that the demographic data corresponding to the plurality of predictive variables 
substantially correlates to an individual in the first population being determined to be 
influential , wherein identifying the plurality of predictive variables comprises: 
calculating for each categorical interval a response index value, and selecting as 
predictive variables only those demographic variables having a categorical interval 
with an index value exceeding a pre-determined threshold index value ; 

f. calculating a_percent gain[[s]] for each categorical interval in a predictive variable as 
a measure of the correlation between the categorical interval predictive variable and 
whether a person is an influential; 

g. creating a database scoring algorithm predictive model based upon the plurality of 
predictive variables, the categorical intervals, and the percent gains; 

h. validating the database scoring algorithm predictive model ; and 

i. generating a database scoring algorithm based on the predictive model, wherein the 
database scoring algorithm is configured to receive demographic data for individuals 
in a second population and to output a ranking of individuals in the second population 
based on the probability that each individual is influential; 

j. wherein at least one of the steps of identifying a plurality of predictive variables, 
calculating percent gains, and creating generating a database scoring algorithm is 
performed by a computer. 
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2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein determining if providing status data 
indicating whether each individual in the first population is influential comprises: 

a. formulating queries to be answered by an individual in the first population such that 
the answers by an individual in the first population indicate whether the individual 
has a greater probability than other individuals in the first population of influencing 
choices made by others; 

b. providing the queries to individuals in the first population; and 

c. analyzing the answers by the individuals in the first population to determine whether 
each of the individuals in first the population has a greater probability than other 
individuals in the first population of influencing choices made by others. 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein the choices made by others are 
selected from the group consisting of: 

consumer product decisions, consumer service decisions, political issue decisions, 
political candidate decisions, personal finance decisions, investment decisions, real estate 
decisions, insurance decisions, travel decisions, and leisure decisions. 



4. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein the queries are based on factors 

selected from the group consisting of: 

written or called any politician at the state, local, or national level; attended a 
political rally, speech, or organized protest of any kind; attended a public meeting on 
town or school affairs; held or run for political office; served on a committee for some 
local organization; served as an officer for some club or organization; written a letter to 
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the editor of a newspaper or magazine or called a live radio or TV show to express an 
opinion; signed a petition; worked for a political party; made a speech; written an article 
for a magazine or newspaper; and been an active member of any group that tries to 
influence public policy or government. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2 wherein the queries are based on factors 
selected from the group consisting of: 

written or called any politician or contacted any government official at local 
regional or national level; attended a political rally, speech or event; attended a public 
meeting on town or school affairs; led or served on a committee of some local 
organization; written a letter to the editor of a newspaper or magazine or called a live 
radio or TV show to express an opinion; made a speech or gave a talk to a group; been an 
active member of a group that tries to influence public policy or create change in the 
community; asked a question in a public meeting; made a complaint to a store, company, 
or organization; made a sizable donation to a local or national organization; attended 
business lunches or dinners on a regular basis, and organized a special social event. 

6. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium bearing a computer program 
containing instructions which, when implemented by a general purpose computer, cause the 
computer to implement the steps of: 

a. receiving status data indicating whether each individual in a first population is 
influential; 
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b. receiving demographic data for each individual in a first population, wherein the 
demographic data corresponds to a set of demographic variables; 

c. creating categorical intervals in each demographic variable such that each categorical 
interval is associated with one or more possible data values for the demographic 
variable; 

d. reformatting the demographic data based on the categorical intervals; 

e. identifying a plurality of predictive variables from the set of demographic variables 
such that the demographic data corresponding to the plurality of predictive variables 
substantially correlates to an individual in the first population being determined to be 
influential , wherein identifying the plurality of predictive variables comprises: 
calculating for each categorical interval a response index value, and selecting as 
predictive variables only those demographic variables having a categorical interval 
with an index value exceeding a pre-determined threshold index value ; 

f. calculating a_percent gain[[s]] for each categorical interval in a predictive variable as 
a measure of the correlation between the categorical interval predictive variable and 
whether a person is an influential; 

g. creating a database scoring algorithm predictive model based upon the plurality of 
predictive variables, the categorical intervals, and the percent gains; 

h. validating the database scoring algorithm predictive model; and 

i. generating a database scoring algorithm based on the predictive model, wherein the 
database scoring algorithm is configured to receive demographic data for individuals 
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in a second population and to output a ranking of individuals in the second population 
based on the probability that each individual is influential. 



7. (Previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 6 containing further 
instructions which, when implemented by a general purpose computer, cause the computer to 
implement the steps of: 

a. receiving demographic data for a second population, wherein the demographic data 
for the second population corresponds to the predictive variables; and 

b. applying the database scoring algorithm to the demographic data for the second 
population to generate a group of influential individuals, wherein the group of 
influential individuals represent a subgroup of the second population that is predicted 
to have a higher probability of being influential with respect to the second population 
in general. 

8. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 6 wherein the step of 
identifying a plurality of predictive variables from the set of demographic variables comprises: 

a. calculating for each demographic variable categorical value a response index value, 



said response index value being indicative of the strength of the correlation between a 
demographic variable categorical value and influential status; and 




b. selecting as potential predictive variables only those demographic variables having_a 
categorical interval with an index value exceeding a pre-determined threshold index 
value. 




Application/Control Number: 10/757,166 
Art Unit: 3692 

9. (Previously canceled) 

10. (Previously canceled) 



Page 8 



1 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the set of demographic variables 

is based on factors selected from the group consisting of: 

household size, household income, occupation, presence of young adult in 
household, retail purchase activity, political affiliation, corrective lenses, golf participant, 
cd player owner, personal or home computer owner, pc operating system type, religious 
or inspirational reader, religiously active, active in theater or performing arts, active in 
general arts or culture, cell phone usage, personal income. 

12 - 22. (Previously canceled). 

23. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

a. providing demographic data for a second population, wherein the demographic data 
for the second population corresponds to the predictive variables; and 

b. applying the database scoring algorithm to the demographic data for the second 
population to generate a group of influential individuals, wherein the group of 
influential individuals represent a subgroup of the second population that is predicted 
to have a higher probability of being influential with respect to the second population 
in general. 
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25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of identifying a plurality 
of predictive variables from the set of demographic variables further comprises: 

a. calculating for each demographic variable a response index value, said response index 
value being indicative of the strength of the correlation between a demographic 
variable and influential status; 

b. calculating for each demographic variable a response rate; and 

c. selecting as predictive variables only those demographic variables having both an 
index value exceeding a pre-determined threshold index value, and a response rate 
exceeding a pre-determined response rate threshold value. 

26. (Currently amended) An apparatus for generating a database scoring algorithm for use in 
identifying from demographic data those individuals in a population having a greater probability 
than other individuals in the population of influencing the choices made by others comprising: 

a. a memory storing demographic data for each individual in a first population, wherein 
the demographic data corresponds to a set of demographic variables; and 

b. a processor programmed to perform the steps of: 

receiving status data indicating whether each individual in a first 
population is influential; 

receiving demographic data for each individual in a first population, 
wherein the demographic data corresponds to a set of demographic variables; 
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creating categorical intervals in each demographic variable such that each 
categorical interval is associated with one or more possible data values for the 
demographic variable; 

reformatting the demographic data based on the categorical intervals; 

identifying a plurality of predictive variables from the set of demographic 
variables such that the demographic data corresponding to the plurality of 
predictive variables substantially correlates to an individual in the first population 
being determined to be influential , wherein identifying the plurality of predictive 
variables comprises: calculating for each categorical interval a response index 
value, and selecting as predictive variables only those demographic variables 
having a categorical interval with an index value exceeding a prc-dctcrmincd 
threshold index value ; 

calculating a_percent gain[[s]] for each categorical interval in a predictive 
variable as a measure of the correlation between the categorical interval predictive 
variable and whether a person is an influential; 

creating a database scoring algorithm predictive model based upon the 
plurality of predictive variables, the categorical intervals, and the percent gains; 

validating the database scoring algorithm predictive model ; and 
generating a database scoring algorithm based on the predictive model, 
wherein the database scoring algorithm is configured to receive demographic data 
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for individuals in a second population and to output a ranking of individuals in the 
second population based on the probability that each individual is influential. 

27. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the processor is programmed 
to perform the additional steps of: 

a. receiving demographic data for a second population, wherein the demographic data 
for the second population corresponds to the predictive variables; and 

b. applying the database scoring algorithm to the demographic data for the second 
population to generate a group of influential individuals, wherein the group of 
influential individuals represent a subgroup of the second population that is predicted 
to have a higher probability of being influential with respect to the second population 
in general. 



28. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the step of identifying a 
plurality of predictive variables from the set of demographic variables comprises: 

a. calculating for each demographic variable a response index value, said response index 
value being indicative of the strength of the correlation between a demographic 
variable and influential status; and 

b. selecting as potential predictive variables those demographic variables having an 
index value exceeding a pre-determined threshold index value. 



29. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the step of identifying a 
plurality of predictive variables from the set of demographic variables comprises: 
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a. calculating for each demographic variable a response index value, said response index 
value being indicative of the strength of the correlation between a demographic 
variable and influential status; 

b. calculating for each demographic variable a response rate; and 

c. selecting as predictive variables those demographic variables having both an index 
value exceeding a pre-determined threshold index value, and a response rate 
exceeding a pre-determined response rate threshold. 

Conclusion 

2. Claims 1-8,11, 23, and 25-29 are allowed. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susanna M. Diaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6733. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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